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Designating the week of February 14-18, 2000, as “National Heart Failure
Awareness Week”.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

FEBRUARY 10, 2000

Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. ASHCRrROFT, Mr. Bavucus, Mr.
Baym, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. BIDEN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BREAUX, Mr. L.
CHAFEE, Mr. CLELAND, Ms. CoLLINS, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. CRAIG, Mr.
DeEWINE, Mr. DoDD, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENzI, Mrs. FRIN-
STEIN, Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. FrisT, Mr. GORTON, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
GraMM, Mr. Grams, Mr. GRrRASSLEY, Mr. Harcu, Mr. Herwms, Mr.
INOUYE, Mr. KERRY, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. LLUGAR,
Mr. Mack, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MOYNIIAN, Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. REED, Mr. REID, Mr. RoBB, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. RoTH, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SHELBY, Mr.
SMITH of Oregon, Mr. THURMOND, Mr. VoiNOvicH, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
WELLSTONE, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. JOIINSON,
Mr. SEssioONs, Mr. STEVENS, and Mr. LIEBERMAN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was considered and agreed to

RESOLUTION

Designating the week of February 14-18, 2000, as “National

Heart Failure Awareness Week” .

Whereas the primary goals of ‘“National Heart Failure

Awareness Week” are—
(1) to promote research related to all aspects of
heart failure and provide a forum for presentation of

that research;



2

(2) to educate heart failure caregivers and patients
through programs, publications, and other media allow-
ing for more effective treatment and diagnosis of heart
failure; and

(3) to enhance the quality and duration of life for

those with heart failure;
Whereas heart failure, a disease of the heart muscle, is of

epidemic proportions in the United States;

Whereas as of January 1, 2000, approximately 4,600,000
Americans had been diagnosed with congestive heart fail-
ure, and an estimated 450,000 more cases will be diag-
nosed in the year 2000;

Whereas coronary artery disease is a cause in approximately
50 percent of the cases of patients with heart failure, and
in such cases, patients often have heart attacks or re-

quire bypass surgery;

Whereas the incidence of heart failure increases with age and
18 the most frequent cause of hospitalization for individ-

uals over the age of 65;

Whereas the prognosis for those diagnosed with heart failure
18 not promising, as less than 50 percent of patients live

more than 5 years after their initial diagnosis; and

Whereas it is vital that the American public become aware of
the enormous impact of heart failure, and be better edu-
cated regarding the signs and symptoms of the disease:

Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the Senate—
2 (1) in recognition of all the individuals who
3 have devoted time and energy toward increasing
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public awareness and education on heart failure,
designates the week of February 14-18, 2000, as
“National Heart Failure Awareness Week”; and

(2) requests that the President issue a procla-
mation calling on the people of the United States to
observe the week with appropriate ceremonies and

activities.
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